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Two new giants.

A new giant bamboo, (Between No. 47-49) has beantptl at the top of the Avenue, one of
the most dramatic to be cultivated out of doors.eWimature it canes average ten metres in
height and may be as mush as sixteen. At sixtegarsngrowth in one season, the growth rate
must be almost visible to the naked eye! The best o describe this plant is to look at the
very beautiful and well established clumpGiiusqueaculeou(No. 49) in the Bamboo garden.
Imagine a taller more upright speci€husqueayiganteawas purchased as a birthday present
for my father. | envisage him appearing from unitledense foliage, from time to time in late
spring each year with a tape measure to checkeddiielopment of the new canes and giving
me a report of any new discoveries.

The tree-like HimalayalRhododendrorgriffithianum was acquired last year from a natural
layer, in an old west coast garden at Arisaig. Tais flowering tree like species has three
notable features. The first is the scale of thedls being the largest of any species to be grown
outdoors here (Individually c.15cm.). The colouriga from pink through to white along with
size. | personally prefer the white flowered formite flowers would seem to show up better.
Good forms ofRh griffithianum are very fragrant. Apart from the scale of thenvitos and
fragrance this species has a beautiful mottledmee&dunk. This plant varies in hardiness and is
not often seen in gardens perhaps for this reaBoere are, in most old gardens, numerous
hybrids with the related Chine&h fortuneibut the true species remains uncommon. My layer
is of a particularly fine plant believed to daterfr the original Cooper introduction of 1914
from Bhutan. It is white flowered and fragrantisito be planted in front of the bridge (No. 8b.)
above the waterfall. As it matures the flowers vio# able to be seen and sniffed at close
qguarters from the ‘Destiny Br.’. The trunk is to &&@mired from below the waterfall against the
bridge. | will give twenty years for the full desd effect but who said gardening must be
quick?

The big Blechnums of the Southern hemisphere.

The genusBlechnumcontains a number of southern hemisphere spduatsievelop massive
trunks with accompanying thick leathery evergreemnds. The simple pinnate leaves in
Blechnumcoupled with the large trunks in some species amaniscent of a Cycad or a palm
and this has been reflected some of the speciegesia®everal different species occur in S.
America. One calle®. magellanicafrom Chile which is able to be grown out of dobese is
represented by two plants at the base of the (iff. 29). This species must be one of the best
new introductions. Of the other three speciesensethat twoB. brasiliense B. auritum) are
very unlikely to be grown outside here. The thBdcycadifolia, confined to Juan Fernandes
Islands of the West Coast of Chile, has got intiivation but is not being distributed yet. It
has withstood some frost out doors but is unlikelyprove to be very hardy. Another similar
species from S. Africa iBlechnumtabularg three plants are grown here. It is not very hardy
The biggest can be viewed down the path from Nowi7 fertile fronds. BottB. magellanica
andB. tabulare have only become available in the last ten yeans fimported plants and do
not exist yet in cultivation as very large specisien

In addition to the afore mentioned plants the gardere managed to get sporeBtéchnum
palmiformefrom Gough Island in the South Atlantic which laasimilar climate to the west of
Scotland. This new introduction to cultivation fara dominant vegetation type on large parts
of this, the very remotest of Island. The Islandidy inhabitants are those of a permanently
manned weather station. The tallest specimenshenGough seem to be the most desired
residence to the local Mollies (Atlantic Yellow NabkAlbatrosses) with their evil looking eyes
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that stare out from the decomposing crowns thatenthkir nests. | have germinated spores
from all four collection sites and plan to compé#ne lowland and up land forms from the
Island. When large enough to plant out I shall pgrove above the cliff (No. 4Blechnum
palmiformeshould be hardy and has often a beautiful coppery growth. The typical height
of the trunks of the lowest collection site approately one metre with the longest frond length
being recorded as eighty-five cm. | am indebtethtoTristan Da Cunha Government for their
assistance in this matter and Niek Gremmen foecbiig the spores with such good notes and
images from the island. | intend to publish resoltgultivation of this most desirable fern in
the Pteridologist.

Winter Damage

This has been a bad winter with storm damage atNbe Year, blowing over the big
Cupressusnacrocarpain the bottom garden. This blocked access for stme to the ponds
and was a nightmare to clear up with the maRwosagentilianaimpenetrable thorny thicket
through the tree. At the same time the old unhgaiihies koreanaat the bottom of the New
Zealand Lawn was blown over. This | was glad ofrewath the extra work! | have grown a
large collection of new Eucalyptus for sale in thasery. One will give a good foreground to
the copper beech, while adding to the exisiugalyptusarc round the lawn. Next victim was
the Sequoiasempervirensvhich with heavy rain and a blocked drain under toot system
came over in the wind. Great shame as it gave heigth perspective to the view over drive
from the top garden. Th&8equoiahas been cut up and the stump removed and drainage
replaced. TheScheffleradelavayicollected in Yunnan over eleven years ago waseflad,
pushed over by it to within an inch of its life! Ngood sight to see in the morning. | am sure
my heart paused. | collected the seed from thewtoite the opportunity presented itself and
then | managed to get it back upright. The only that allowed its survival was that the root
system came half out the ground - this is trulyrst fate plant bruised, but will recover. If you
imagine the common plafatisajaponicaand make the leaves four times the size with igge
panicles of flowers you have an idea. The next nexagvent was the solitary morning of heavy
snow. Very still weather allowed it to settle andll@d over the leaning th&ucalyptus
pauciflora ssp.niphophila This eucalyptus has very glossy green leavesrdikgct the sun’s
rays on a breezy day. This is commonly plantedreesad the hardiest species but has the habit
of never growing upright; fortunately a spare, vepyight plant for this species, grows for us to
see on Spring Hill (No. 48).

A new favourite winter Climber.

Campsidiumvalidivensishas to be one of my favourite recent plant intotidms. Its specific
name validivensis refer to a region of Chile witkimilar wet climate to West of Scotland. A
number of first rate garden plants recently havaeanto cultivation from this region. Keep
your eyes open for new Myrtles. The plant itsglan evergreen climber that winds it stems to
climb. The glossy evergreen leaves are pinnatel@id similar to the house plagdasminum
polyanthum The flowers started to show colour in Novembed ame still coming out in
February. They are in short racemes and indivigiugbout three to four cm long and crimson
in colour. They appear completely frost hardy! pent here was grown from a cutting in 1994
from Logan Botanic Gardens (Well worth a visit)isltgrowing up a grey alder (nr. No. 39) but
the flowers are mostly at the top and best sean just past the entrance at No. 3.

Re-development far side of NZ heath.

People who have a love of plants must always beingfand redesigning their gardens. | know
| always am. The time came to remove some old sgpdating back some thirty years. They
originally were supposed to have the heather dudleglanted beneath, but this design has
gradually become lost. The cypress had become itparid removal along with junipers has
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gaven a much lighter feel to this area. The newpnpss leads your eyes’ from the terrace into
the old top garden. This area was becoming oppes$he effect now has given the garden
here a much bigger aspect! The cleared space usillsed by planting some Australian plants
to complement the Gum Trees. These include thraetplofCyatheaaustralis (mature plant
can be seen at No. 41) one of the most frost hiatdss ferns, which will complement three
young plants of the Tasmaniddicksoniaantartica. These will take some time to develop
height so | will add several plants grown from seédhe very rare and restricted Tasmanian
endemicBraglottis brunonus.This is a small upright tree with large panicléyellow daisies.

It has a pealing bark and has a tendency to Ieskwter branches but the ferns will fill the
space.

In December the garden acquired a young plalVaimanieanoblis (No. 17) This conifer was

at first placed in the same family as the MonkeyZR Tree but it seemed best on reflection to
put it in a separate genus. This tree was much g@iexin the media, back in 1994 after it
discovery in NSW Australia in the Wollemi Natiom@ark. Here it grows in a single canyon
system and had fewer than 100 plants in the wiltks€ trees ancestors existed possibly as far
back as 200,000,000 ago! Plants have now beengraf)agated and are sold to help to raise
funds to protect the remaining plants and othezataned plant species. This tree will perhaps
become very common with cultivation a bit like tkidant Redwoods by the Victorian
generation of gardeners. With gardens beeningleniakse days, marketing is pushed towards
the patio container potential of the species. Merare keen to give the tree the chance to reach
maturity. | would like to see the unique bark tflabks like bubbling chocolate” and the male
and female cones on the branch tips. Currentlycgmusee the growth buds covered with their
winter protection. This resin has a white coatimgng a pinkish effect said to be a unique
feature ofWolmanieanoblis The foliage has three main types depending omnitiaand age.
The plant’s foliage here is between new juvenilé arature and is of a bluish colour.

New deer fence / hedge

Along the back of the old top garden the field feand part of the hedge have been replaced.
This was with some assistance from Friends of tin@ Gardens. This will make this part of
gardens deer and rabbit proof. Rabbits in the pagé used this boundary for garden access.
The early spring bulbs will breathe a sigh of felleart of the old hedge has been replaced with
Tsugaheterophyllahedging, that clips very welllhis very hardy west coast North American
conifer will give some much needed protection fritni@ cold east winds.

A few garden images:
Left to right: B. tabulare Stump removabequoiasempervirensWolmanieanoblis with snow,
Campsidiunvalidivensis FallenEucalyptugpauciflorassp.niphophila




